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Dear All            12 May 2023 

 

This has been another 4-day week and whilst I have enjoyed the longer weekends, I am looking forward to 

getting back into the routine of Monday assemblies and all that entails. As I stated last week, the theme for 

the next assembly will be the word, ‘gracious’. Given that S5 are now in the examination season (see 

below), it is also that time of year for appointing prefects and I hope to announce the new team in assembly 

next week.  

 

It is with sadness for the school but happiness for Miss Boynton, that I must inform you that she will be 

leaving us at the end of this term to take up a position in Singapore. Miss Boynton has made a big impact on 

school sport across a range of disciplines and will be missed by all members of the school community. I am 

sure you will join me in wishing Miss Boynton every happiness and success in her new role teaching 

overseas. As such, we have a vacancy for a Teacher of Sport, or Head of sport for the right applicant. Please 

pass this information on to anyone suitable for either job.  

 

 
 

GCSEs have now started in earnest, and the importance of ‘healthy revision’ cannot be overstated. Revision 

tips include the following: 

 

• Make a realistic revision schedule, doing a few hours each day in manageable chunks and mixing up 

subjects to avoid boredom.  

• Find a revision style to suit. Some of us work best in silence, others prefer background music. 

Sometimes, revising with a friend can be highly effective. 

• Make revision active and not passive. The more active the revision, e.g. note taking, mind maps etc, 

the greater the retention span. Highlighting text in a book is more passive and may not stick in the 

memory as long.  

• Customise your revision to suit you. I always found that making notes on postcards worked for me, 

but other techniques are equally effective. Some people make audio recordings of themselves and 

play it back several times to aid memory recall.  
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• Make sure you understand everything. If you come across something you do not understand, then try 

an alternative source of information or ask a parent, friend or teacher for help. Do not try to 

memorise content before understanding it.  

• Revisit past papers to become familiar with exam style and requirements.  

• Take regular short breaks. Studying for hours will only make you tired and damage your 

concentration, which may increase anxiety levels. A break every 45 to 60 minutes is about right. 

• Reward yourself with a long walk, good film or other treat once you have finished your revision 

session. 

• When not revising, use spare time to do something active. Exercise is good for taking the mind off 

exams, keeping you positive and improving sleep. Similarly, try to avoid too much ‘junk food’; 

eating healthily has many of the benefits of exercise.  

• Ask for help if you are feeling overwhelmed; it's important to talk to someone you trust, such as a 

family member, friend or teacher. Lots of people find exams difficult to deal with, so do not be 

embarrassed to ask for support. You could even ask me – I would be VERY happy to help!  

           

Fee discount scheme: 10% discount for 2023-24 annual fees and 5% discount for Christmas Term 

2023 fees if paid by 26 May 2023:                                  

 

We operate significant discount schemes on forward payment of fees, and we are now open for payment of 

fees for the 2023-24 academic year and also for the Christmas Term 2023. Details are available on request, 

and discounted fee payments are due by Friday 26 May (half-term) to qualify. Those parents interested 

should email the School Office in the first instance.   

 

The Eco-Council met last week and discussed global meat production and consumption, focussing on the 

environmental impact. The benefits and costs were articulated incredibly well by the pupils, and the 

conclusion was one of responsible farming and educated consumption. Of course, these principles apply to 

all foods and this point was also made. I was very proud of the way they prepared for the session and 

debated the themes. This week we rehearsed for a Tuesday Talk led by the Council and next week we will 

discuss plastic pollution and the seas – particularly given that we live on a small Island. 

 

On a related theme, the School Office has several of unclaimed water bottles. These are quite expensive, but 

we cannot keep them indefinitely. They will be disposed of (responsibly) next Friday 19 May if we cannot 

reunite them with their owners.  

 

We had an Examination Board A Level Biology Practical Monitoring Visit this week, and the inspector was 

very complimentary about the Department and the School. Whilst we do not know the outcome just yet, we 

are cautiously optimistic. Well done to the Biology Department team.   

 

Reports: 

1. Tues 9 May                 School Photos (Class Groups) 

2. Wed 10 May  S4/S5/6th Form NCS Virtual Presentation 

3. Thurs 11 May   S2/S4 Photography, St Mildred’s Church Graveyard 

 

Future Dates & Events: 

1. Mon 15 May  GCSE & A Level Exams Begin 

2. Tues 16 May  S1/S2 Mixed Athletics Championships, Sandown Athletics Track 
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3. Tues 16 May  Y3/Y4 Mixed Cricket Skills Festival, Newclose Cricket Club 

4. Tues 16 May  YR/Y1/Y2 Outdoor Learning (Church or Beach) 

5. Wed 17 May  YR/Y1/Y2 Nettlecombe Farm, Whitwell 

6. Thurs 18 May  S3/S4 Mixed Athletics Championships, Sandown Athletics Track 

7. Fri 19 May  S2 STEM Faraday Challenge, Christ the King College 

8. Sat 20 May  Show Jumping, Little Kennerley Farm, Godshill 

9. Sat 20 May  Priory Pony Club Open Morning, Littlebrook Farm, Newport 

 

Achievements: 

Eleanor (S3) and her horse, Bobby, recently took part in two hotly contested dressage competitions and 

came second in both.  

Mai (S3) made her rowing debut for Ryde Rowing Club last weekend in the mixed J14 coxed quad 

category, finishing an excellent third.  

Congratulations to Eleanor and Mai. 

 

                      
 

David EJJ Lloyd 

Principal 
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